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Maroh 30, 1940 

Minutes of the Two Hundred Eighty-Fourth Meeting (a Begular 
Meeting) of the State Highway Commission, held i n the State Highway Build] -
ing, with the following Members being present: 

Brady Gentry 
Harry Hines 
Robert Lee Bobbitt 
Julian Montgomery 

Chairman 
Member 
Member 
State Highway Engineer 

I t i s ordered by the Commission that a Regular Meeting of the i 
State Highway Commission be opened at 9:00 A. M., March 30, 1940. 

wHEREAS, on the 28th Day of March, 1940, Almighty God, i n his 
i n f i n i t e wisdom was pleased to c a l l Elbert M. Belcher from his earthly 
abode, and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Belcher was appointed Director of the Workmen's 
Casualty Insurance Division of the State Highway Department on October 11 
1937, and charged with the duty of organizing and putting into efficient 
operation that newly created Division, and the records of that Division 
give mute testimony to his loyalty and devotion to duty as well as his 
wisdom and farsightedness i n that important work; and 

wHEREAS, Mr. Belcher discharged the duties of his office i n a 
manner that won the respect, admiration and esteem of the Commission 
and his fellow workers, and i n his passing the Highway Department and 
the State of Texas has lost a beloved friend and a valuable public ser
vant; now, therefore, 

HE IT RESOLVED that the Highway Commission and the entire per
sonnel of the Highway Department express their sorrow over his passing, 
and say i n tribute to his worthy l i f e that he leaves a lasting impress
ion and keen recollection of his many useful, kind and considerate acts 
luring his brief span of l i f e upon a l l those who had the honor and the 
good fortune to know him; and be i t further 

RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Commission send a copy of 
this RESOLUTION to Mrs. Belcher and family with the condolence of every 
nember of the Commission and Department. 

I t i s ordered that an appropriation of $4,000.00 he made to 
over traveling expense of employees i n the Austin Office not included 

in legislative appropriations for the balance of the f i s c a l year ending 
August 31, 1940. 

A.F.E.-40-49 

I t i s ordered that C. E. Norris, Shop Foreman, i n the Corpus 
Christi District who is absent from duty because of serious illness be 
carried on the pay r o l l for the month of March, 1940. 

This action is taken because of Mr. Norris' long and satisfac
tory record with the Department. 

APRIL 1, 1940 

17148 In BEXAR COUNTY i t is ordered that the sum of Twelve Hundred 
Fi f t y Dollars ($1250.00) he appropriated to Edwin Marckwardt i n f u l l 
settlement and satisfaction of judgment i n favor of Edwin Marckwardt 
against the State of Texas State Highway Department, entered in Cause 
No. B-96744, styled Edwin Marckwardt Vs. State of Texas, i n the D i s t r i c t 
Court of Bexar County, Texas, 57th Judicial District of Texas. 

A.F.E.-40-50 
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In BEXAR COUNTY i t is ordered that the sum of .Thirty-seven 
and 15/100 Dollars ($37.15) he appropriated to Hart McCbrmick, District 
Clerk, Bexar County, Texas, i n payment of the costs incurred i n Cause 
No. B-96744, styled Edwin Marckwardt vs. State of Texas, in the 57th 
District Court of Bexar County, Texas, and adjudged against the defend
ant, State of Texas. 

A.E.E.-40-51 

IN HUBLESON COUNTY, Oil HIGHWAY NO. 36, certain land was secur
ed from D. L. Alford to be used as a borrow source for the construction 
of said Highway; and 

Whereas, this land was never used hy the State and w i l l not be 
needed for Highway purposes i n the future; and 

Whereas, this land was donated to the State by Mr. Alford; 

I t i s , therefore, ordered by the Commission that the Governor 
be requested to execute a deed reconveylng said land to D. L. Alford. 

In order to avoid conflicts and establish e l i g i b i l i t y , i t is 
ordered that the following described program revisions be made: 

In COMANCHE COUNTY on STATE HIGBWAY 16 (Former St. Hwy. 81) i t 
is ordered that the 1941 Secondary Highway Program be modified to with
draw the item providing for construction of grading, drainage structures 
and surfacing extending from Comanche south approximately 2.5 miles at 
an estimated t o t a l cost of $50,000. This work w i l l be undertaken i n 
accordance with the approved State Program. 

In ORANGE COUNTY on STATE HIGHWAY 87, i t i s ordered that the 
1941 Secondary Highway Program be modified to withdraw the item provid
ing for surfacing extending from near the Neches River Bridge to near 
Orange, a distance of approximately 5.8 miles at an estimated t o t a l cost 
of $65,000. I t is further ordered that the 1940 State Program be modi
fied to include this project, a l l descriptive data remaining as given 
above, 

In ARCHER COUNTY on STATE HIGHWAY 25, i t i s ordered that the 
1940 State Program be modified to withdraw the item providing for sur
facing extending from Archer City toward Mankins. a distance of approx
imately 9.0 miles at an estimated t o t a l cost of $100,000. I t is further 
ordered that this item, without modification of the description given, 
he added to the 1941 Secondary Highway Program. 

The State Highway Engineer i s directed to submit a request to 
the Public Roads Administration providing for these proposed program 
modifications. 

R E S O L U T I O N 

WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Beaumont has exec
uted a lease providing a four acre site for office buildings of D i s t r i c t 
No. 20 of the Texas Highway Department, and has also extended the priv
ilege of allowing the Department to use three additional acres at any 
time i n the future that such additional space is needed; and 

WHEREAS, the South Texas Fair Association has relinquished a 
lease on this property i n favor of the Highway Department; and 

WHEREAS, the lease provided by the City of Beaumont, and the 
relinquishment provided by the South Texas Fair Association, are entire
l y free and without expense to the Department; and 

(continued on next page) 
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WHEREAS, the citizens of Beaumont, through i t s Gity Commission, 
Chamher of Commerce, Commissioners' Court, and other bodies have always 
maintained the f u l l e s t cooperation with the Highway Department and render 
ed service to the Department whenever possible; 

IHEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED hy the State Highway Commiseion of 
Texas, that the City of Beaumont and the South Texas Fair Association he 
commended for their generous attitude toward the State Highway Department 
and that the Commission hereby expresses i t s deepest appreciation and 
gratitude for the rent-free lease provided as an office site for Dis
t r i c t Ho. 20; that appreciation also be expressed for the fine coopera
tion and friendly s p i r i t that always has heen manifested by the Citizens 
of Beaumont and Jefferson County to the Highway Department; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Highway Commission i n turn ex-
press their desire to cooperate i n the most friendly s p i r i t with the 
City of Beaumont, and to continue to maintain the friendly relations that 
have existed i n tho past. 

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution, properly 
executed and cer t i f i e d , he forwarded to the City of Beaumont and the 
South Texas Fair Association, as an expression of the attitude of the 
Commission. 

In KERR COUNTY on STATE HIGHWAY NO. 39, i t is ordered that a 
project he added to the 1940 State Program providing for construction of 
a l i g h t type surfaced road extending from Camp Mystic southwesterly, a 
distance of 8.4 miles, and the State Highway Engineer is directed to pro
ceed with this construction in the most economical and feasible manner 
at a t o t a l cost of not to exceed $60,000.00. 

Commission Minute Ho. 17134 dated March 19, 1940, carried 
approval of award of contract for construction of concrete pavement 
from a point 3.587 miles northeast of junction with TJ. S. Highway 90 to 
the City of Hardin, a distance of 4.744 miles on State Highway 146, to 
be known as Project 388-3-5. The lowest and best bid as received by 
Liherty Gounty is that of George Kies, Inc, of Austin, Texas, for 
p82,139.90, and not for $94,521.89 as erroneously set out i n Minute Ho. 
17134, and i t i s hereby ordered that the records of the Commission be 
revised to show $82,139.90 as the correct amount of the said lowest and 
3est hid, and that the approval of contract award is based on this amount 

IH MONTAGUE COUNTY, OH U. S. HIGHWAY 81(2), certain land was 
secured from the Heirs of T. P. Miller, deceased, i n excess of rights-of~| 
way required for construction of said Highway; and 

Whereas, this land is not needed for Highway purposes; and 

Whereas, Montague County paid Two Hundred Forty Eight ($248.00) 
Dollars for said property and is desirous of having the land returned; 

I t i s , therefore, ordered by the Commission that the Governor 
be requested to execute a deed conveying this land to Montague County. 

IN RUSK COUNTY, i t is ordered by the Commission that an approp' 
r l a t l o n of $5,000.00 be made for emergency repairs and t r a f f i c control 
f a c i l i t i e s on and around the t r a f f i c island, S.H. 259 i n front of the 
New London School. 

A.F.E.-40-52 
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In SABINE COUNTY on STATE HIGHWAY 184, IT IS OSDEEED BY TEE 
COMMISSION that funds In the amount of $9,889.43 he appropriated for 
the cost of a seal coat from Hemphill to Bronson, 

A.F.E.-40-53 

In SAM AUGUSTINE C0U1TY, on STATE BI033MAY 21, IT IS ORDERED BY 
THE COMMISSION that funds i n the amount of $14,240.65 he appropriated 
for the cost of a single bituminous surface treatment from Nacogdoches 
to San Augustine to Pendleton Ferry Bridge. 

A.F.E.-40-54 

R E S O L U T I O N 

WHEREAS, the Oity CommiSBlon of the City of Tyler and the 
Commissioners Court of Smith County have executed j o i n t l y a lease pro-
viding a ten acre site for office and. warehouse buildings of Di s t r i c t 
No. 10 of the Texas Highway Department; and 

WHEREAS, the lease executed by the City of Tyler and Smith 
County provides for the use of this site entirely free and without ex
pense to the Department for a period of ninety-nine (99) years; and 

WHEREAS, the citizens of Tyler and Smith County, through the 
City Commission, the Commissioners' Court, the Chamber of Commerce, and 
other bodies, always have maintained the fu l l e s t cooperation with the 
Department and rendered service to the Department whenever possible; 

THEREFORE, BE TT RESOLVED by the State Highway Commission of 
Texas, that the City of Tyler and Smith County be commended for their 
generous attitude toward the State Highway Department, and that the 
Commission hereby express i t s deepest appreciation and gratitude for the 
rent-free lease providing for an office site for District No. 10; that 
appreciation i s expressed also for the fine cooperation and the friendly 
s p i r i t that always has been manifested hy the citizens of Tyler and 
Smith County to the Highway Department; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Highway Commission i n turn ex
press their desire to cooperate i n the most friendly s p i r i t with the 
City of Tyler and Smith Gounty, and to continue to maintain the friendly 
relations that have existed i n the past. 

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution, properly 
executed and certifi e d , be forwarded to the City of Tyler and Smith 
County, as an expression of the attitude of the Commission. 

IN TARRANT COUNTY, FAGS 86-A, CONTROL 900-26-1, FEEDER HIGHWAY, 
there is an overrun i n cost of constructing underpass and roadway ap
proaches, due to carrying select material course over entire project i n 
stead of only part of i t and to quantity variations i n several contract 
items, and the amount of the appropriation under Minute No. 16512, dated 
August 31st, 1939, is hereby increased $2,500.00 so that this cost over
run may be properly financed. 

A.F.S.-40-55 

In Houston and Leon Counties, i t is ordered that a highway be 
designated from. Crockett i n Houston County to Centerville i n Leon County,| 
and 

I t i s further ordered that the State Highway Engineer consummaij 
a l l necessary negotiations covering the purchase of the existing t o l l 
bridge over the Trinity River, known as the Hurricane Shoals Bridge, at 
a t o t a l estimated cost of $25,000.00, covering adequate t i t l e to the 
bridge structure, foundation structures, and the right-of-way involved, 
and 

(continued on next page) 



17161 

17162 

17163 

17164 

171G5 

17166 

17167 

April 1, 1940 

Continued 

I t is further ordered that this action relative to this high
way be conditioned upon Houston County executing satisfactory agreements 
with the Highway Department, covering the expenditure of previously 
voted bond funds i n the amount of approximately $29,537.00, on the sec
tion of this road between the Trinity Biver and Crockett, and 

I t i s further ordered that at such time as the purchase of 
the Trinity Elver Bridge and the expenditure of the bond funds shall 
have been completed, state maintenance shall be assumed on that portion 
of this designation i n Houston County, upon the further condition that 
Houston County w i l l furnish adequate t i t l e to the State for right-of-
way as may be considered necessary by the State Highway Engineer, 

I t i s further ordered that no other portion of this designa
tion be assumed for state maintenance u n t i l i t shall have been construct
ed to State Highway standards. 

101 

In Scurry County on Highway Wo. 101, i t is ordered that the 
portion of Minute Ho. 16868 dated December 8, 1939, authorizing con
struction of a bridge over Big Sulphur Draw at a t o t a l estimated cost 
of $27,000 u t i l i z i n g W.P.A. labor to reduce State funds to a minimum 
he modified to provide for completion of grading and. drainage structures 
from the Mitchell County Line to Dunn and for construction of the bridge 
over Big Sulphur Draw, and an appropriation of $27,000 Is made for this 
work, and the State Highway Engineer is authorized to proceed with 
this construction u t i l i z i n g WPA lahor i n the most economical and feas
ible manner. 

A.F.E.-40-56 

In BEXAR COUNTY on bids received. March 19, 1940, contract for 
construction of Multiple Box Culvert and Boadway Approaches, a distance 
of 0.021 mile on TJ. S. Highway No. 90, and to be known as State Project 
Control 25-2-11, is awarded to Cage Bros. & L. A. Turner, Bishop, Texas 
for #6,535.38, which is the lowest and best bid. 

In BRAZOBIA COUNTY on bids received Maroh 19, 1940, contract 
for construction of Grading, Flexible Base and Double Asphalt Surface 
Treatment from 2 Miles West of Angleton to 2.5 miles West of Angleton, 
a distance of 0.475 mile, on State Highway No. 55, and to be known as 
State Project Control 179-1-6, is awarded to R. L. Sabins & Company, 
Houston, Texas, for $9,503.13, which is the lowest and boot hid. 

I n BURLESON COUNTY on hide received March 19, 1940, contract 
for construction of Asphalt Stabilized Base and Base Preservative from 
East End Yegua Greek Bridge to W. C. L. of Caldwell Loop through 
Caldwell, a distance of 10.855 miles, on State Highway No. 21, Control 
116-6-1 (State), 11G-2-5&6, FAP 684-B & C, 2&2, is awarded to Cage 
Brothers and I I . E. Williams, Bishop, Texas, for $112,067.15, which is the 
lowest and best bid. 

In CALLAHAN COUNTY on bids received March 19, 1940, contract 
for construction of Flexible Base and Asphalt Surfacing from 7.6 Miles 
South of Baird to a Point 6.3 Miles South, a distance of 6.279 miles, 
on Highway No. "F", Control 437-4-3, FAS 763-B (2), is awarded to Sam 
Leal, Jr., Fort Worth, Texas, for $25,847.86, which is the lowest and 
best bid. 

In CASS COUNTY on bids received March 19, 1940, contract for 
construction of Grading, Drainage Structures, Flexible Base and Asphalt 
Prime Coat from a Point 1.10 Miles South of Sulphur Elver to a Point 
0.25 Mile South of Sulphur Elver, a distance of 0.852 mile, on State 
Highway No. 47, and to be known as OWE 218-3-9, is awarded to I I . L. 
Butler, Dallas, Texas, for #12,404.11, which is the lowest and best bid. 
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In COCHRAN COUNTY on bids received March 19, 1940, contract 
for construction of Flexible Base and Double Asphalt Surface Treatment 
from.Morton to Bailey County Bine, a distance of 6.051 miles, on State 
Mghway No. 214, Control 461-5-2, FAS 125-A ( l ) , is awarded to Sam Leal, 
Jr., Fort Worth, Texas, for $39,092.70, which is the lowest and best bid. 

In COCHRAN & HOCICLEY COUNTIES on bias received. March 19, 1940, 
contract for construction of Single & Double Asphalt Surface Treatment 
from 4.7 141. W. of Morton to N. Mexico State Line & from Cochran County 
Line to Levelland, a distance of 25.744 miles, on State Highway No. 290, 
Control 130-1&3-6&4, is awarded to Public Construction Company, Denton, 
Texas, for $27,744.73, which is the lowest and beet bid. 

In COMAL COUNTY on bids received March 19, 1940, contract for 
construction of Flexible Base and Double Asphalt Surface Treatment from 
a point 2/3 141. West of Valley View to Conn, with U. 8. Hwy. 201 South 
of Guadalupe Biver, a distance of 8.940 miles, on State Highway No. 46 
and "F", Control 215-1-9&10, FAS 909-A (2) & 011-B (1), i s awarded to 
Ernest Loyd, Fort Worth, Texas, for $32,195.40, which io the lowest and. 
best bid. 

In DENTON, KAUFMAN & ELLIS COUNTIES on bids received March 19, 
194-0, contract for construction of Reconditioning Flexible Base, Single 
and Double Asphalt Surface Treatment from Wise Co. Line to Denton (Denton 
County), from Lake Dallas to Collin Co. Line (Denton County), front 
Terrell to Hunt Co. Line (Kaufman County), from Saufman to a point 9 Mi. 
East (Kaufman County), and from a point 10 Miles Southwest'of Ennis to 
Ennis (El l i s County), & distance of 57.186 miles, on State Highways Nos. 
24, 34, & 243, Control 134-9-10, 135-1-4, 175-5-4, 522-1-3 & 568-1-3, is 
awarded to Public Construction Company, Denton, Texas, for $41,070.74, 
which is the lowest and best bid. 

In FANNIN COUNTY on bids received Maroh 19, 1940, contract for 
construction of Grading, Drainage Structures, Bituminous Stab. & Seal 
Coat from North City Limits of Bonham to Red River Bridge, a distance of 
10.972 miles, on State Highway No. 78, Control 279-2-4, FAP 1038-A ( l ) , 
i s awarded to Uvalde Construction Company, Dallas, Texas, for $76,723.90, 
which Is the lowest and best bid. 

I n FRAMLIN AND WOOD COUNTIES on bids received March 19, 1940, 
contract for construction of Grading, Drainage Structures, Stabilized. 
Base & Asphalt Surfacing from 0.4 Mi. East of Hopkins County Line to 
1.1 Ml. East of W. City Limits of Wlnnsboro, a distance of 1.910 miles, 
on State Highway No. 11, Control OWE 85-5&6r 2&6, is awarded to E. L. 
Butler, Dallas, Texas, for $28,545.88, which is the lowest and best bid. 

In GAINES COONTY on bids received March 19, 1940, contract for 
construction of Double Asph. Surface Treatment from Seminole to Dawson 
County Line, a distance of 25.865 miles, on State Highway No. 15, Control 
294-2-4, FAP 1016-A (2), i s awarded to Public Construction Company, Den
ton, Texas, for $47,677.62, which is the lowest and best bid. 

In HAYS COUNTY on bids received March 19, 1940, contract for 
construction of Grading, Drainage Structures, Flexible Base and Surfac
ing from Junct. Pres. U. S. 81 <?-, Loop to San Marcos S.W. to I n t . Pres. 
U. S. 81 & St. Hwy. 123, a distance of 2.766 milos%ighway No. U. S. 
81 & Loop, Control 16-3&9- 5&4, FAP 8 (5), is awarded to Cage Bros, and 
L. A. Turner, Bishop, Texas, for $210,831.32, which is the lowest and 
best bid. 
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In HAYS & CALDWELL COUNTIES on "bids received March 19, 1940, 
contract for construction of Grading, Drainage Structures, Flexible Base 
& Double Asphalt Surface Treatment from Junction with proposed State Hwy 
No. 80, 3 Mi. East of SanMarcos to a point N.E. 4.4 Miles, a distance 
of 4.404 miles, on State Highway No. 938 (OSR), Control CWR 471-2-1, is 
awarded to 0. IC. Howard & Company, Red Oak, Texas, for $42,122.75, which 
is the lowest and best bid. 

In HILL COUHTY on bids received March 19, 1940, contract for 
construction of Flexible Base and Double Asphalt Surface Treatment from. 
Whitney to 1.4 Mi. West of Hwy. U. S. 81 near Hillsboro, a distance of 
10.773 miles, on State Highway Ho. 22, Control 121-2-8, is awarded to 
E. W. McKinney, Nacogdoches, Texas, for $45,690.30, which is the lowest 
and best bid. 

In JASPER & NEWTON COUNTIES on bids received March 19, 1940, 
contract for construction of Grading, Drainage Structures, Flexible 
Base & Single Asphalt Surface Treatment from U. S. 59, 0.614 Mi. West 
of Kirbyville, E. 4.5 Miles to Hwy. 87, a distance of 4.437 miles, on 
Highway Ho. "F", Control Ho. 920-4&5, 2&2, FAS 38-A (2) & 38-B (2), is 
awarded to Monty De Montel, Tyler, Texas, for $29,987.89, which is the 
lowest and best bid. 

In JEFF DAVIS COUHTY on bids received March 19, 1940, contract 
for construction of Grading and Drainage Structures from 21 Mi. Horth 
of Fort Davis, North to Reeves County Line, a distance of 7.967 miles, 
on State Highway Ho. 17, Control 104-2-5, FAP 368-F ( l ) , is awarded to 
Holland Page, Austin, Texas, for $72,996.03, which i s the lowest and 
best bid. 

In KING COUNTY on bids received March 19, 1940, contract for 
construction of Flexible Base and. Double Asphalt Surface from Junct. 
U. S. 82, approx. 1.0 Mi. So. Guthrie to a Pt. 7.0 Mi. So. of Guthrie, 
a distance of 6.609 miles, on U. S. Highway No. 83, Control 32-6-2, 
FAP 1030-A ( l ) , i s awarded to Public Construction Company, Denton, Texas 
for $64,710.20, which is the lowest and best bid. 

In MEDINA & FRIO COUNTIES on bids received March 19, 1940, 
contract for construction of Grading, Drainage Structures, Flexible 
Base & Double Asphalt Surface Treatment from a point 0.5 Mi. South of 
Devine to a point 1.3 Ml. North of Moore, a distance of 3.465 miles, on 
U. S. Highway No. 81, Control 17-5&G- 16&7, FAP 237-AB (8) & 273 (?), 
is awarded to R. ¥. McKinney, Nacogdoches, Texas, for $98,279.49, which 
is the lowest and best bid. 

In MIDLAND COUNTY on bids received March 19, 1940, contract 
for construction of Grading, Flexible Base & Asphalt Surface from 8.333 
Mi. E. of Midland to Glasscock County Line, a distance of 10.672 miles, 
on Highway No. "F", Control 463-3-2, FAS 70-B ( l ) , i s awarded to Ernest 
Loyd, Fort Worth, Texas, for $45,886.92, which is the lowest and best 
bid/ 
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In SCURRY COUNTY on "bids received March 19, 1940, contract for 
construction of Grading, Drainage Structures & Select Material from 
Borden County Line to 7 Mi. West of Snyder, a distance of 7.688 miles, 
on State Highway No. 15, Control 295-4-2, FAP 1018-0 ( l ) , is awarded to 
W. S. Crawford Company and T. M. Brown & Son, Dallas, Texas, for 
$110,860.89, which is the lowest and best bid. 

In SHEEMAN COUNTY on "bids received March 19, 1940, contract 
for construction of Grading, Drainage Structures, Flexible Base and Base 
Preservative, from 7.5 Ml. North of Moore County Line to 4.7 Mi. South
east of Stratford, a distance of 7.473 miles, on U. S. Highway No. 287, 
Control 66-3-5, is awarded to Cocke & Braden, Amarillo, Texas, for 
$87,775.56, which is the lowest and best bid. 

In STEPHENS COUNTY on bids received March 19, 1940, contract 
for construction of Willow Branch Culvert and Big Cedar Creek Bridge & 
Roadway Approaches from 5 Miles East of Breckenridge, a distance of 
0.070 mile, on U. S. Highway No. 80-A, Control CWR 11-9-6, is awarded 
to Tom Ryan, Waco, Texas, for $8,082.93, which is the lowest and best 
bid. 

I t i s ordered hy the Commission that the regular meeting of the 
State Highway Commission he closed at 1:00 P. M., April 1, 1940, 

I hereby ce r t i f y that the ahove and foregoing pages constitute 
the f u l l , true, and correct record of a l l proceedings and o f f i c i a l orders 
of the State Highway Commission at i t s Two Hundred Eighty-fourth 
Meeting ( a Begular Meeting) held at Austin, Texas, onJWbrch 30, 1940 
and April 1, 1940. 
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